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PREFACE. 


T H E following, Letters were ſo well re- 
ceived by the Public upon their firſt 
Publication in the Engliſhman's-Evening- 
Poſt, that it was thought a Republication 
of them in Form of a Pamphlet might be of 
Service at this Functure, the Ke”. becauſe 
that tho the Paper in which they were firſt 
publiſhed has met, and continues to meet, 
with extraordinary Indulgence from the 
Public, yet as Papers of all Kinds are of- 
ten read no otherwiſe than as the Amuſe- 
ment of the Day, the following Letters 
may be rendered, by this Method, more 
2 uſe eful than they could otherwiſe 


We thought pa” oblig'd to make no 
Deviation from the Form in which they 
originally 1 in the Engliſhman's- 
Evening: Poſt, tho" we have ſome Reaſons 
for 2 that bad the pores reviſed 
this Edition, which his great Diſiance 
from the Preſs prevents him from dling, 
he would have made ſeveral Alterations 
from their original Form. This is a Li- 
berty we will not take, but give them 5 

e 
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PREFACE. 


the Public in the ſame Manner i in x which 
"they came to our Hands. 
In the mean Time, the World may ex- 
ect ſoon to meet, in the ſame Paper, with 
ſome other Diſertations by the ſame Hand, 
upon Subjetts of equal Importance, which 
we doubt not will recommend it to the Fa- 
vour and Indulgence of the Public. 


TO THE . 
EL E CTO RS 
1 8, O F 
GREAT BRITAIN. 
eee 
LETTER LL 
GENTLEMEN, 
r would be quite ſuperfluous in 


% 
IJ 


a public Writer at this Time, to 


ABD enlarge upon the Dignity, or 
— the Importance of a Britiſh E- 


lector into Parliament, He enjoys Privi- 


leges that were unknown to the Citizens 
of Greece or Rome in the moſt diſtinguiſh d 
Periods of their Liberty; and as often as 
the Time of Election returns, ſo often 
may the Electors ot Great Britain be ſaid 
to have not only their own Happineſs, but 
that of their Poſterity in their own Hands, 
It muſt however be owned, that the Con- 
duct of an Elector is now of much greater 
9 8 In- 
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Importance to the Freedom of his Country, 
and the Independency of the Legiſlature, 
than it was in the Days of your Fathers. 
Your Fathers, if through Ignorance, or any 
other Influence, they were miſtaken in a 
Repreſentative, had it in their Power to 
change him for one whom they had 
Reaſon to believe would be more honeſt 
and uncorrupted at the Expiration of three 
Years, or ſooner : But in you, Gentlemen, 
a Miſtake of that kind may be attended 
with the moſt fatal Conſequences to your 
own Liberttes, to the Intereſt of the Nation, 
and even to thoſe of your Sovereign: When 
you delegate your Peer you part with it 
for ſeven Nears, a Term ſufficient for eſta- 
bliſhing the moſt comprehenſive Syſtem of 
Tyranny; a Term during which, by the 
Courſe of Nature, many of your own Lives 
muſt determine, and perhaps with a me- 
lancholy Reflection of leaving Miſery entail'd 
upon your unoftending Poſterity, 

It is in vain, Gentlemen, to flatter your- 
ſelves that the Liberties of the Nation muſt 
be always intire, while a Race of Princes 
poſſeſs a Throne which they owe to the 
Afﬀettions of the People, and to the Spirit 
Liberty. Princes, tho' they may be the 
Heirs to the Crown of their Anceſtors, are 
not always Heirs to their Virtues, Could 
his preſent Majeſty and his illuſtrious Son 
tranſmit their Virtues, as their * to 
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Poſterity, we might indeed juſtly flatter 
ourſelves that a ftrenuous Aſſertor of the 
Liberties of Britain would never be want- 
ing on her Throne ; but Reaſon and Ex- 
perience convince us that this is not the 
Caſe: And give me Leave, Gentlemen, to 
obſerve, that tho' it were, the Power and 
Influence of a corrupted Parliament may 
reach farther than what is commonly ap- 
prehended. About a Century ago your 
Fathers ſaw what a modelled Parliament 
could do under a Tyrant; let their Sons 
beware of making the Experiment of 
what a corrupted one may do under a 
M-——r. 

They may, if they find it for their In- 
tereſt, be equally Enemies to the Rzghts 
of the Crown, and the Liberties of the Sub- 
ject. It is the peculiar Glory of the Bri- 
#/þ Conſtitution, that the Intereſts of the 
King and the Commons of England are 


inſeperable. It was the great Alteration of 


Property in your Favour, that emancipated 
the Crown itſelf from the Encroachments 
of the aſpiring Barons, from whoſe 
Power the Natural Rights of the Subject 
ſuffered ſo much; and it may yet require 
Caution and Integrity to prevent their De- 
ſcendants from relapſing into a worſe State 
from a corrupted Parliament. 


Your Anceſtors wiſely provided againſt . 


the Encroachments of Prerogative, they 
; cir- 
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circumſcribed the Power of the Barons, 
and ſtruck out a Conſtitution that ſeems to 
execute itſelf ; but they never dreamed that 
a Time might poſſibly come when it might 
be neceſſary to guard you againſt yourſelves, 


when your Repreſentatives ſhould know an 


Intereſt deſtructive to that of their Con- 
ſtituents, when Power might entrench it- 
ſelf within thoſe very Fences that their Wiſ 
dom had thrown round their Liberties, and 
when thoſe Rights, which they purchaſed 
at the Expence of their Lives and Fortunes, 
might become the Scourge, and forge the 
Chains of their Poſterity. 

It is your private Virtues, Gentlemen, 
alone that can prevent this from ever being 
your Caſe. Conſtitutions may be founded, 
and Laws enacted, but private Virtue 
alone can ſecure your perſonal Indepen- 
dency, from which all public Virtue ariſes, 
Men, when they are under no Necęſſity to 
be corrupted, have the ſmalleſt Temptation 
to be vicious; and nothing is ſo ready to 
lay Men under ſuch a Necgſſity as Luxury. 
Luxury ſoon deſtroys perſonal Independency 
it is the ſureſt Engine that has ever yet been 
applied to undermine the, Liberties of a 
Free People; nay, I will venture to affirm, 
that it never yet got Footing, but it has 
effected that deteſtable End. It was not 
Arms that deſtroy'd the Freedom of Greece 
and Rome; it was their Citizens departing 
from thoſe frugal ſober Maxims + 

er 
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der d the Free independent of the Great. 
Theſe laſt well knew that the only way to 
enſlave was to corrupt; hence aroſe that 
Flood of Luxury which broke the gene- 
rous plain Spirit of the People, begot Fac- 
tion, and ended in the Ruin of their Li- 
berties. But, Gentlemen, if any of you 
are determined to be bribed, if the Habits 
you have fallen into, if your Circumſtances 
in Life abſolutely require that you ſhould 
taſt of the intoxicating Cup of Corruption, 
take the Bribe, I ſay ; you can do it with 
a good Conſcience, you may remain honeſt, 
The Money you receive in that manner is 
your own Money, for none can afford tobe- 
too it but thoſe who have purloin d it from 
the Public; and what is purhoin'd from the 
Public comes out of every private Man's 
Pocket, This will be at leaſt a wiſe Con- 
duct, becauſe it. can be attended with no 
Inconveniencies to yourſelves. For when 
the Jobb of an Election is over, the Cor- 
ruptor, if choſen, looks upon the Corry 
ted with Contempt, with a ſecret Averfion ; 
if you take his Money and yet vote againſt 
him, he may exclaim againſt you, he can- 
not hurt you, and you have the Satisfaction 
of having at leaſt a Chance to be free, and 
your Intereſts better looked after. 

It muſt be owned, Gentlemen, that the 
Heart of Man is hard to be known, and 
that with the moſt upright Endeavours 
you may be deceived in your Choice, But 


ſtill 
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ſtill, by a little Attention to the Conduct of 
thoſe in public Life, you may with the 
ſtrongeſt Probability form a right Fudg- 
ment of your Candidates. There is no 
Country in the World whoſe Conſtitution 
is ſo well known, and therefore there is 
no Country where the Body of the Peo- 
ple (the Collective Body I mean) is ſo well 
qualified to form a true Judgment of their 
own Intereſts, provided their Conſtitution 
is the Rule by which they are to judge, 
Therefore, Gentlemen, if a Candidate of- 
fers, whoſe former Conduct led him to de- 
feat every Enquiry that was propoſed to 
be ſet on foot for detecting the Miſinanage- 
ment of a corrupted Adminiſtration; to 
ſkreen the Embezlements of the Public- 
Money; the notorious Proſtitution of the 
Faith and Honour of this Nation by in- 
conſiſtent inglorious Treaties ; who voted 
7K himſelf into Poſts, after you had voted 
1 him into Power; who, after he was 
| become criminal to his Country, eluded 
her Juſtice, by perverting her Laws; who 
refuſed to ſubmit his own or his P n's 
g Conduct to any Cenſure but to that in 
: which they themſelves were to have a Voice; 
and who by means of the very Grievance 
complain'd of, I mean a corrupted deter- 
mined Majority, found Means to continue, 
and as far as they could to perpetuate, that 
Grievanee; I ſay, Gentlemen, if a "_—_ | 
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of that Character (ſhould any ſuch exiſt) 
offers, and the Voice of the Public points 
ſuch Men out, reef him; if no Candi- 
date preſents, whom by his Conduct you 
know to be of a reverſe Character, truſt 
thoſe whom you have had 0 Experience of; | 
and thus rather venture upon an I that | 
you do not know, than upon that which is 
already certain, | 
The Nation; Gentlemen, is at preſent 
engaged in a juſt and a neceflary War, in 4 
Defence of all that ought to be dear either | 
to a Free or a Trading People. Men in | | 
Power tell you, that becauſe of this War oY 
you ought to be unanimous; ſol ſay too: | 
But let not this Unanimity be in favour of | 
thoſe Men, if any ſuch are, whoſe incon- | 
ſiſtent proſtituted Conduct have drawn you 
into this War; ſuch a Unanimity, or Con- 
federacy rather, would undo you; for had 
not, by the viſible Interpofition of Provi- | 
dence, your preſent Enemies been ſo much 
infatuated as to refuſe, by preſuming upon 
the experienced Weakneſs of thoſe in 
Power, to pay a paultry Sum, and thereby 
forced them into a War, your Trade, your 
Navigation, perhaps your Liberties, might 
have been now at the Mercy of an in- 
ſolent faithleſs Court, If you look back, 
Gentlemen, to that dreadful ſuncture, tell 
me which of you does not thudder at the 
Thoughts of the terrible Precipice this 
: - ox Nation 
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Nation has eſcaped. 'Therefore, give your- 
ſelves Leave to reflect on a poſiti ve demon- 


ſtrable Truth, that if the ſame Perſons are 


furniſhed with the ſame Power, you muſt 
be again expoſed to the ſame Danger. It 
lies now at your Door, Gentlemen, to make 
this a National, and not a M | War, 
that is, a glorious, a ſucceſsful War, and not 
a ſneaking privateering one; and you can 
do it by chuſing for your Repreſentatives, 
Men who will not pin their Honours, their 
Conſciences, and their Liberties upon the 
Sleeve of a M r for a little rempo- 
rary Intereſt, which at laſt muſt ceaſe 
whenever their P——n has obtained his 
Ends; for there is no Propoſition more in- 


. fallibh, than that Power will ſupport PF 


men no longer than P——men can be of 
Service to Power; and they are no other 
than the rotten Materials by which ſhe 
rears her Batteries againſt the Laws and 
Liberties of a Free People. They may for 
a ſhort time ſurvive the general Wreck, 
but all the Favour they ſhall meet with is 
no other than was offered by the Cyclop 
to Ulyſſes ; they will perhaps be the laſt that 
are ſacrificed. ; 

It becomes you, Gentlemen, to ſhake the 
Foundations of any ſuch Fabrick, if any 
ſuch is now rearing ; you may do it con- 


ſiſtently with the Peace of your _— 
an - 


— 


( 13] 


and with the Duty and Allegiance you owe 
to your Sovereign ; you may do it by chuſing 
honeſt Men to repreſent you in Parhament. 
If every Individual will but ſhun that Co- 
lufion betwixt himſelf and Power which 
he would deteſt betwixt Manand Man, the 
Work is done, and when it is done, you 
make your Prince the Sovereign of a great, 
a happy, and a united People. 


I am, 


Gentlemen, 


Tours, &c. 


J the Author of the 
Engliſtiman's Evening- 
Poſt, April 15, 1740. 
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LE TT EA I. 


GENTLE MEN, 


N my former I endeavoured to point 
out ſome of the fatal Conſequences 
that muſt attend your not being upon 
your Guard againſt the Arts of Corruption 
at the next General Election, and hkewiſe 
what Men you ought to put a Negative 
upon, if you deſire to be as zuft to your 
Poſterity as your Fathers have been to you, 
Give me Leave now to recommend a few 
Things to your Conſideration, with re- 
gard to the Merits of thoſe Gentlemen who 
are commonly thought to be no Friends to 
thoſe now in Penſion and Pay, who want 
10 give Strength to the Nation, by taking 
Power from the Mr, and who wiſh to 
reconcile tbe Principles of Government to 
thoſe of Liberty. 
I know, Gentlemen, that a Notion is 
induſtriouſſy propagated among ſome weak 
Minds, as if thoſe in the Oppoſition, were 


they to get into the Miniſtry, would make 


a worſe Uſe of their Power than thoſe do 
who now have the Honour to be in the 
Management 


[15] 
Management of Affairs. To expoſe this 
ridiculous Suggeſtion, let us conſider what 
the preſent Struggle betwixt them and their 
Antagoniſts is. The one Party is ſtruggling 
to deprive themſelves of the Means of betray- 
ing their Country, if they ſhall ever come into 
Power; the other to retain Poſſeſſion of the 
Means without being accountable for the 


Abuſe of the Power. This, Gentlemen, is the 


plain State of the Caſe betwixt the two 
Parties, or rather betwixt a Party and a 
Faction. Now, let me ack the meaneſt Un- 
derſtanding, if it is poſſible for Men to give 
a amore real, a more undeniable Proof of their 
Diſi ntereftedneſ; than by di/qualfying them- 


ſelves from abuſing their Tru/t, that is, by 


rendering it impoſſible for them ever to fill 
the Parliament with a Majority of Crea- 
tures who have a daily Dependance on 
themſelves, if ever they ſhall have. the 
Honour to be in the Adminiſtration, There 
is not, Gentlemen, one fingle Inſtance in 
which a Miniſter can abuſe his Power, 
but in this laſt which I have mentioned: 
For if there is an uncorrupted Parliament, 
there muſt, by the Acceſſions which Li- 
berty has acquired by the Revolution, be 
a ee Adminiſtration, Take from 
a Miniſter the Power of corrupting a Parlia- 


ment, you give to your Country the Means 

of controuling the Miniſter. He may pre- 

tend indeed to ſcreen himſelf behind Pre- 
rogati ve, 
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rogati e, but when a Parliament is un- 
corrupted, Prerogative exerted in favour of 
a wicked Miniſter may hurt the C n, 
but never can protect the Offender. Does 
he ſquander the Public Money? An un- 
corrupted Parliament can enquire. Does he 
proſtitute the Public Faith? An uncor- 
rupted Parliament can impeach. Is the 
P-——c fo weak as to take bis Parts Par- 
dons avail nothing againſt Parliamentary 
Impeachments. In ſhort, Gentlemen, an 
uncorrupted Parliament will enquire, im- 
peach, and condemn too, when they ſee 

Reaſon, 
Thus, when there is an uncorrupted Par- 
liament, the Intereſt of the Nation and | 
the Liberties of the People never can ſuffer 
FH) from a M:ni/ter, becauſe it muſt be always 
h in the Power of the Parliament to cruſb 
bim if he attempts to ſubvert either; and 
it is a Power which you are ſure ſuch 
a Parliament will never f-il to exert, for one 
plain Reaſon, becauſe it is their Jntereft, 
Every Member of Parliament, as a private 
Perſon, diſtinct from his public ( apacity, 
1. ſuffers equally with the other Subjects of 
England, when expenſive, fooliſh and diſho- 
nourable Meaſures are carried on ; there- 
fore the Intereſts of an uncorrupted Parlia- 
| ment being the ſame with your own, they 
| have the ſtrongeſt Tyes that it is poſſible 
oF to conceive to be juſt to their Tyu/e. 
ks VVV 
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Having ſaid, Gentlemen, that it is only 
by means of corrupting the Parliament 
that a fole Miniſter can ruin his Country, 
give me Leave to obſetve, that if by your 
Uprightneſs and Steadineſs ſuch Men are 
not returned who cannot be corrupted, 
all the Precautions you can otherwiſe 
take to ſecure your Liberties and Intereſts 
muſt be but poor and feeble. Were, by the 
Nature of our Conſtitution, the Power 
that you delegate revocable at Pleaſure, 
were the Repreſentatives puniſhable by 
their Conſtituents, you might then have 
reaſon not to be ſo delicate in your Choice, 
becauſe, tho' every Principle of Humanity 
and Honour were dead within them, yet 
Intereſt, that invariable Spring of human 
AFions, would oblige them to be bone. 
But that, Gentlemen, is not now the Caſe, 
tho' it formerly, in ſome meaſure, was. 
Formerly, the Delegation of a Repreſenta- 
tive was revocable in twelve Months, or 
ſooner, which very probably might be the 
Reaſon why by the Nature of our Con- 
ſtitution there was no coercive Power upon 
Repreſentatives ; but the Power of a Parlia- 
ment is unknown to all but itſelf; it is ſub- 
ject to no periodical Diſſolution,” tho each 
of its Members is ſeparately veſted with 
a determinable Power, and contrary to the 
Nature of all human Beings, it can pro- 
long iis own Exiſtence. This, Gentlemen, 
8 15 
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is no idle Speculation, no invidious Poſſi- 
bility, or improbable Suppoſition, ſtarted to 
create Apprehenſions at this Juncture, but 
a Truth which we have in our own Times 
known to be verified by Experience. You 
are therefore, Gentlemen, to conſider, that 
the very Breath that veſts the Repreſen- 
fation in your Delegate veſts him with a 
Power, which it is impoſſible for you to 
foreſee how he may uſe; a Power, that if 
his Ambition and Avarice ſhould prove 
too ſtrong for his Honour and Conſcience; 
he may abuſe, ſo as to deprive you of the 
Means of ſhaking off an infamous De- 
pendance, any other way than by your 
having recourſe to act upon the Princi- 
ples which can only be juſtified by a to- 
tal Diiſolution of that tacit Contract ever 
ſuppoſed to exiſt betwixt the Governors 
and the Governed. BY 
This Proſpet, Gentlemen, melancholy 
as it is, may admit of a much deeper Gloom 
and yet not be overcharged with Horror, if 
ou conſider that it is in the Power of a 
corrupted Parliament to take from you the 
Hopes, even by the moſt National Struggle 
for your Libertics, of breaking thoſe Chains 
which a wicked Miniſter may impoſe, 
This they may do by furniſhing that Mi- 
niſter with a Standing- Army in Time of 
Peace. As a3/anding- Army has no Property 
in the Nation but its Pay, and every —_ 
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of Men will act by the indeviating Principle 
that I have already mentioned, of Intereſt; 
that Army will do whatever they can to 
ſecure their Property. It is faid, indeed, 
that the Gentlemen who muſt command 
fuch an Army would have a natural In- 
tereſt in the Country, and therefore there 
is no Probability. they will join in any 
Meaſures that may render their Civil Pro- 
perties precarious. But give me Leave to 
aſk you, Gentlemen, if a Time ſhould come 
when thoſe in the Army who have an un- 
natural Intereſt ſhall put-number thoſe 
who have a natural Property, or if the 
Advantages arifing from an unnatural In- 
tereſt ſhould in the ſame Men prevail over 
their Concern for the Preſervation of their 
natural Property, whether you think Duty 
or Honour could reſtrain an Army, com- 
manded by ſuch Men, from eſtabliſhing 
their own Continuance on the Ruin of 
their Country's Liberty, 

That I may be the more clearly un- 
derſtood, Gentlemen, you will pleaſe to re- 
fle& that neither a /o/e Minter nor a 
Standing-Army have the leaſt Exiſtence in 
the Nature of our Conſtitution, therefore 
all the Intereſt that connects the one to 
the other ſeparates both from that Syſtem 
of Government upon which your Laws 
are founded, and by which alone your Li- 
berties can be preſerved, On this Account 


it 


be perpetuated, after your 
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it is, that I call the Property which a Sol- 


dier may claim in his Pay an unnatural 
Intereſt. It is an Intereſt unknown to 
our Conſtitution, becauſe the Soldiers of 
all Ranks, which the Nature of our Con- 
ſtitution admitted of, were Men who had 
a Property in the very Ground upon which 
they fought, ſo that they never could en- 


fave their Country, becauſe. they muſt 


thereby have given up or weakened their 
own Property. Compare fuch an Army, 
Gentlemen, with an Army paid and con- 
tinued by a Miniſter, or, which is the 


fame Thing, by a Parliament under the 


Influence of a Miniſter; an Army whoſe 
Pay can be continued, nay, bly may 
aws, your 
Rights, and your Properties are ſubverted, 
by an all-engrofſing Power ; an Army that 
gathers Strength by the Progreſs of this 
Power, and. can only be broken by the 
People reverting to their conſtitutional In- 
dependency. of 

It is commonly faid, that Power fol- 
lows Property, but in this Caſe, Gentle. 
men, Property will, in ſome Senſe, follow 
Power. It is a melancholy Confideration, 


that by the miſtaken Politics of thoſe who 


perhaps wiſhed well to their Country af- 
ter the Revolution, Property has ſtill been 
accumulating in the Hands of Power; and 
ſhauld you, Gentlemen, ever chuſe a Par- 
liament 


1 


[21] 


liament leſs uncorrupted, or leſs tender of 
your Liberties than your preſent Repreſen- 

tatives are, you muſt ſoon have the un- 

comfortable Proſpect of becoming Bank- 
rupts to your own' Truſtees. 

Mean Time I hope I have, with all the . 
Reſpect which a good Subject ought to 
have for the Laws of his Country, and 
with all the Regard a private Man ought 


to entertain for his Superiors, laid the above | 
Matters before your Eyes at this Juncture, | 
without the leaſt Mixture of Perſonal Re- | 
flections or Invectives againſt any Man, | 


either in his public or private Character; 
and as you approve I ſhall continue this 


Aale 
Jam, 
Glu, 
Tours, *. 
To the Author of the 
liſhman's Evening- 
1 Poſt #7 22, 1740. 
| 
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LETTER III. 


GENTLEMEN, 


II was excellently ſaid at a Time when 

King Charles I. wanted to take Advan- 
tage of ſome Dęfects not expreſsly provided 
againſt by the Terms of the then exiſting 
Laws, That it is the Execution of Laws 
according to their Equity and Reaſon, which 
7s the Spirit that gives Life to Authority. 
The Letter kills. This, Gentlemen, is a 
Maxim which is legible in the Conduct 
of your Anceſtors, during all the Struggles 
they ever had for any Acceſſion to the Secu- 
rity of their Liberties. 

After the great Alteration of Property 
in favour of the Commons of England 
under Henry VII. when your Fathers ac- 
quired that Weight in the Government by 
their Repreſentative which they before 
had only in their Collective Body, the 
Military Tenures fell firſt into Deſuetude, 
and then were utterly aboliſhed, Thus 
the mediate Power, by which the Barons 
were always enabled to ſtem the En- 

croachments 


— _ = 


AS c 


8 


231 
croachments of the Crown, by the Nature 
of the Conſtitution dewlved upon the 
Crown itſelf, and conſequently, the Militia 
fell into the Hands of a Prince, who 
from miſtaken Maxims of Government 
graſped at Arbitrary Power, The wide 
Steps made by Charles I. to compaſs this 
favourite View alarmed the People; they 
inſiſted that the Spirit of the Law was to 
be regarded when the Letter of its being 
abuſed might evidently tead to ſubvert 
their Liberties ; the Prince, tenacious of his 
Prerogative, abſolutely refuſed to gratify 
them ; but the People, regardleſs of Words 
when Eſſentials were in Danger, wreſted 


from him the Power of the Militia : 


Happy had they known the juſt Bounds 
where lawful Reſiſtance loſes that Name. 
Unhappy Prince! who thought that 
Sounds could ſubdue the Spirits of an 
uncorrupted People. 

This Inſtance, Gentlemen, I have men- 
tioned, not with regard to any Paralel that 
can be drawn from the preſent Situation 
of Things ; becauſe nothing can be more 
diſtant than all the Circumſtances of this 
and that Reign, but to prove that it is 
abſolutely impoſſible to foreſee the Abuſes 
that creep into the beſt Conſtitutions, and 
as impoſſible to prevent them, but by the 
People having Recourſe to the Right 
they have of aſſerting Equity againſt La. 
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Could it have been foreſeen that the Artil- 
lery of the People might be one Time turned 
againſt them, there is not the leaſt doubt, 
but that effectual Care would have been 
taken to put the Militia on ſuch a foot as 
that its being inveſted in the Crown could 
not have endangered their” wn Liberties. 

I ſhall now, Gentlemen, beg Leave to 
point out the abſolute Neceflity you are 
under, from the Natare of the Conftitu- 
tion as it ſtands at preſent, to chuſe ancor- 
rupted honeſt Men into Parliament. It 
was generally thought, and good Reaſon 
too, after the Revolution, that the making 
two diſtinct Branches of the Public Reve- 
nue, one for the Support of his Majeſty 
and Family, and another for the Services 
of the Nation, and making the Miniſtry 
accountable to Parliament, was a ſufficient 
Barrier to prevent any Embezlements of 
Public Money. But it never was dreamed 


of, that a Time might poſſibly come when 


that very Precaution might become the 
Motive for defeating the Ends of the 
Legiſlature, and erecting a more ſolid and 
broader Foundation of Tyranny than 
could poſſibly have taken Place had no 
ſuch Proviſion been made. This, Gent le- 
men, can be affected only by a corrupted 
Parliament; for if a Parliament is cor- 
rupted, it can only be by that very Mo- 
ney of which the People has made 

them 
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them Truſtees. for its right Application. 
Your Conſtitution at preſent admits of 
your Repreſentatives, as Servants of the 
Crown, enjoying thoſe Revenues, of which, 
as Truſtees of the People, they are conſti- 
tuted Guardians. Thus, Gentlemen, it is 
evident, that if a Parliament is not uncor- 
rupted, they may become both the Judges 
and the Criminals,. and the Strength of 
the Nation applied againſt itſelf. Should 
this ever become your Caſe, how can your 
Allegiance poſſibly be reconciled to the 
Preſervation of your Liberties. If you 
reſiſt, you reſiſt againſt the Letter of the 
Law; if you ſubmit, you give up your 
own Rights, you betray thoſe of your 
Poſterity, and you undo all the beautiful 
Fabric that the generous Labours of your 
Anceſtors have erected. 

But, Gentlemen, let us ſuppoſe that a 
corrupted Parliament ſhould bring your 
Liberties to that Paſs, as that you could 
have no Appeal but 2 the Fuſtice of your 
Cauſe and the Protection of Providence, 
what muſt be the Conſequence ? Not a 
Rebellion indeed, but a Civil Var, in 
which whoever are the Gainers, your. 
Country muſt bleed at all her richeſt 
Veins, and a Tyrant again ariſe perhaps 
out of her Ruins who ſhall rivet your 
Shackles, and by keeping up a few Forms, 
reconcile you to Slavery. There is indeed 


a 
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a great deal to be hoped from the noble 


Spirit of the Nation, more from the Prin- 


ciples of your preſent Repreſentatives, 
and moſt of all from-his Majeſty's known 
Attachment to the Rights of his Subjects, 
that this never can be your Caſe: But, 
Gentlemen, Corruption is of a contagious 
Nature, the Power of your Repreſenta- 
tives is now near being determined, if thoſe 
you ſhall chuſe to ſucceed them ſhall be 
corrupted, who knows how ſoon the Infec- 
tion may communicate itſelf from the 
Repreſentatives to their Conſtituents, and 
thus Luxury debauch every virtuous Prin- 
ciple, till at laſt you loſe the very Senſe of 
Shame at being Slaves. The Perſons of 
Princes are mortal, however, their Autho- 
rity may ſurvive, but an uncorrupted Par- 
liament can prevent even the Poſſib:hity of 
your Liberties being endangered, It is 
from that alone that your Prince can derive 
Authority ; for the Acceſſions of Power, 
which a Miniſter gains by the Concurrence 
of an intereſted Parliament, are incon- 
ſiſtent with the Principles upon which his 
Maſter holds his Crown, and as ſoon as 
the Equity of Laws ſhall take Place they 
mult determine. In the mean time they 
can tend only to alienate the Afections of 
the People, which is, to undermine the 
Authority of the Prince. 


The next Conſideration, Gentlemen, 1 
ſhall 
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ſhall trouble you upon, is that of the pre- 
ſent State of the Public Debts, after about 
twenty four Years of profound Peace. I 
ſhall not look back or. enquire by whoſe 
Miſmanagement it has happened, that not- 
withſtanding this long Peace, notwith- 
ſtanding the immenſe Sums yearly granted 
for ſupporting all the Exigencies of the 
Government, and notwithſtanding the 
Methods laid down for diſcharging the 
Public Debts, they ſtill amount to upwards 
of forty Millions; I ſhall only take the 
Liberty to lay before you ſome of the 
Conſequences that muſt attend your labour- 
ing under ſo vaſt a Burden. In the firſt 
Place, Gentlemen, if by Means of a cor- 
rupted Parliament, a deſigning Miniſter 
ſhall continue the Public Debts, you muſt 
bid adieu to all Hopes of having your 
Taxes eaſed, and conſequently to all Hopes 
of improving your Manufactures, extending 
your Commerce, or encreaſing your Stocks to 
that Degree which they might reſpectively 
admit of, In the next Place, Gentlemen, 
you are to conſider, that the Continuance 
or Increaſe of the National Debt gives an 
immenſe Strength to a Miniſter, * by the 
vaſt Weight it gives him in diſpoſing of 
the numerous Places which fo great a 
Revenue creates. In ſhort, Gentlemen, it 
can be proved by a Demonſtration, that 
once in three Years every Shilling of the 
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current Specie in the Iſland paſſes thro 'the 
Public Offices of ſome one Branch or other 
of the Revenue, or thro the Hands of hoſe 
who depend upon the Miniſter. This, Gen- 
tlemen, is an alarming Conſideration, as it 
may in its Conſequences affect the private 
Property of every Man in the Kingdom. 
It becomes you to be ſo zuſt to your Po- 
ſterity, as by a right Choice of Repreſen- 
tatives to give a Check 70 this growing 
Evil which is become already fo intolera- 
ble, and thereby in ſome meaſure repair 
the Breaches which have been already 
made in the Conſtitution, or at leaſt prevent 
them from being widened, This, Gen- 
tlemen, is the only way to take from any 
Pretender to this Crown all Hopes of ſuc- 
ceeding, for it is only by the Breach which 
the late War has left, in laying the Nation 
under ſo immenſe a Debt, that he can 
have the leaſt Proſpect of ſucceeding. 


Jam, 


Gentlemen, 


Yours, &c. 
To the Author of the | 
Engliſhman's Evening- 
Polit, April 26, 174. 


SFR, May 12, 1740. 


HAVE often conſidered a cunning 
Politician in the ſame Light with a 
Grimcrarck Painter, who has the Knack 
of drawing a Picture in ſuch a Manner as 
to appear to the Beholder in one Situation 
to be quite a different Subject than it ap- 
pears to be 1n another. Thus I have many 
Times ſeen theſe German Artiſts ſtrike 
you out a Pope and a Devil upon the 
ſame Canvas; and have ſeen a Megara's 
Head, by the Alteration of the Light, turn 
into a very fine Diana with all the Silvan 
Liberty in her Looks, which is attributed 
to that Goddeſs by your Wits of a former 
Age. Let ns ſee in what Manner the 
Stateſman exhibits his political Tablature. 
To impoſe upon the Eye with outward 
Appearances, aſſiſted by falſe Lights, is 
equally his and the Painter's Aim. Take 
Advantage of People's Fondneſs for Words 
and Forms; keep theſe up, and you may 
impoſe the moſt miſerable abje& State of 
Slavery' upon them for a full Enjoyment 


of all their Rights, Let another or even 
E the 
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the ſame People view the ſame Thing 
with a true unprejudic'd Judgment, all 
the Stings and Snakes of the Impoſition 
appear, and they ſtare with Horror on that 
which they before gazed at with Rapture. 

I am led into this Rhapſody by a little 
Treatiſe I have now before me entitled Lex 
Regia, or the Royal Law of Denmark, 
which is properly the Inſtrument by which 
the People of Denmark ſubjected their 
Lives, Properties, and Liberties to the Will 
of their Prince, and indeed it is, I believe, 
the moſt comprehenſive Syſtem of Slavery 
that ever yet was reduc'd into ſo ſmall a 
Compals; nay, I don't know if it may not 
be called the very Quinteſſence of all the 
Arbitrary Maxims that ever were broached, 
reduc'd into a portable Volume for the 


Uſe of Stateſmen and the Inſtruction of 
the People. When I read it, I was quite 


ſtruck with Amazement, that any Peo- 
ple ever ſhould with open Eyes run into 
ſuch Miſery, as by that Act the People of 
Denmark ſubjected themſelves to, if their 
Princes ſhould ever make a bad Uſe of 
their Power, Yet when I began to cool 
a little of that Indignation, that is natural 
to one who has been habituated to read 
and reaſon upon thePrinciples of Liberty, I 
began to reflect if all this Plan of Tyranny 
and Arbitrary Power might not be as ef- 
fectually eſtabliſh'd in Britain, if the Un- 

TY dertakers 
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dertakers had the Knack to impoſe upon the 
People, and to gratify them with a few 
Forms and a little Iqgdulgence in talking, 
and,, at certain Times, in writing their Minds. 

This at firſt appeared to me impracti- 
cable, if not impoſſible; but when I be- 
gan to reflect ſeriouſly upon the Nature of 
Power, that it is by Virtue alone that the 
Abuſe of it can be prevented; when I be- 
gan to reflect that Virtue, if not extremely 
well founded, if not ariſing from an ho- 
neſt Heart, and then directed by a wiſe 
Head, may be eaſily undermined by Cor- 
ruption, I began to look upon Corruption 
as the Gimcrack, which might impoſe 
upon the People ſo far as to preſent to 
their Eyes a Shew of Government, which 
in a falſe Light has all the Appearance of 
Liberty, and in a truer one all the Badges 
of Slavery. That I might not impoſe 
upon myſelf with theſe ſplenetic Specula- 
tions, I reſolved to analize the Pamphlet 
I have already mentioned, and to fee if 
it was poſſible by the Aſſiſtance of that 
univerſal Menſtruum of Corruption, to re- 
ſolve it into a Syſtem, which may be 
eſtabliſhed in a Country that ſtill retains 
all the Appearances of Liberty, 

The Reader is then to take Notice, that 
this Lex Regia is a Law by which Fre- 
derick III. in conſequence of an Inſtrument 


ſigned by the whole Body of the Danes, 
giving 
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gining him Power to eſtabliſh what Form 

of Government he ſhould judge proper, 

preſcribed abſolute Arbitrary Government 
to his Succeſſion with a kind of a Neceſ- 
fity impoſed upon them never to alter it. 
It begins with a little Detail of what had 
paſſed ſome Time before, of which, for 
the Singularity of the Stile, J ſhall preſent 
the Reader with a ſmall Sample. He 
* fays, © That God had graciouſly in- 
„ clined the Hearts of his Council-with 
* the unanimous Concurrence of the ſe- 
<« veral Eſtates of the Kingdom to part 
* with all their own Rights and Privileges, 
* making all Bonds and Deeds figned by us 
* for preſerving the Liberty of the People 
to be null, void, and of none Effect.” 
After this Preamble the Law proceeds in 
ſeveral Clauſes to lay down the followin 

Propoſitions, viz. i/ft, That the Kings 
of Denmark ſhall worſhip God in the 
Proteſtant Way .2dly, That they ſhall be 
independent upon all Power but God. 
Thus far it is pretty conſiſtent with our 
own Conſtitution, but mark the third 
Clauſe, viz. adly, That the Kings of Den- 


mark - ſhall have the higheſt Authority to 


make, alter, and repeal Laws, or diſpenſe 
with them as they ſhall think proper. This 
at firſt Sight ſeems to be a very compendi- 
ous Digeſt of Arbitrary Government, and 
there is no Subject of Britain who reads 

it, 
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it, but will be apt to bleſs his Fate that 
he is born in a Country where the So- 
vereign can neither make nor alter Laws. 
But what then? There is in Britain as 
well as Denmark a Power, which in con- 
junction with that of the Sovereign i is ab- 
ſolute, and can do both. This Power, if 
under an undue Influence, may become 
not only Abſolute but Arbitrary ; this In- 
fluence can only proceed from Corruption, 
and if it is poſſible that a Time may come 
when the corrupted Heart ſhall fo well 
anſwer the corrupting Hand, as that the 
Majority of thoſe who compoſe the Aſſem- 
bly where that Power is veſted ſhall be un- 
der this Influence. Let me now aſk the 


fondeſt Patron of Liberty, let me appeal 


to the warmeſt Advocate for Power, if 
the Condition of thePeople of Denmark can 
poſſibly be worſe than what that of the Peo- 
ple of Great Britain may, in ſuch an Event, 
be ? Is our Liberty guarded by public Acts? 
Are our Properties ſecured by folemnLaws? 
Ves. But where is the Authority of theſe 
Acts? Whereis the Force of theſe Laws, if 
a corrupted Majority in P t ſhould 
ſurrender up the one and repeal the other? 
The Caſe of this Nation would then be 
much worſe than that of Denmark. The 
Danes never can be miſerable but under 
a very wicked Prince ; but we may be fo 
under a very good one. We have in ſuch 
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4 Caſe one Struggle left. but the Danes 
may have the ſame. And the Reſiſtance 
made againſt the whole Body of the Le- 
giſlature by the Collective Body of the 
People would be juſt as much againſt 
Law, and the poſitive Conſtitution of 
Britain, as it would in Denmark. No- 
thing could juſtify it but the Principles of 
Self-Preſervation, which take Place over 
all other Conſiderations. If the Struggle 
were ſucceſsful, the Oppoſers would be 
dignified as Patriots; if otherwiſe, they 
would be branded as Rebels. 

But if Corruption, a Caſe that is ſcarcely 
to be ſuppoſed, ſhould glide into Parlia- 
ment ſo ſucceſsfully as to communicate its 
Infection to a Majority, ſo as to induce 
them to make ſuch another Surrender as 
the Danes did, a Reſiſtance made by the 
Collective Body of the People muſt meet 
with much greater Difficulties than a Re- 
bellion, or callit what you will, againſt an 
abſolute Arbitrary Prince, In the latter 
Caſe, the Prince muſt ſtand upon his own 
Bottom, he muſt truſt to his own Troops, 
and his own Money; but in the former, 
the People would find they had to do with 
a vaſt Natural Intereſt, even in the Bowels 
of their own Country, beſides the Troops, 
Revenues, and immediate Dependents 
upon the Sovereign. All they who were 


inſtrumental in effecting ſuch a Step, 
would 
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would immediately grow deſperate ; and, 
to avoid the Reſentment of the People, 
they would ſwell the Power of the Crown 
with all their Intereſt in the Nation, till the 
Scale might turn too heavy on that Side. 

The other Parts of the Royal Law I 
have mentioned are neither ſo material, or 
ſo much different from the Nature of the 
Truſt, which the Conſtitution of Great 
Britain inveſts in the Crown, as to de- 
ſerve a particular Regard; I ſhall only beg 
Leave to make an Obſervation or two 
upon what I have ſaid. 

In the firſt Place then it is evident that 
an uncorrupted Parliament has always 
been, and always muſt be, the only Secu- 
tity of the Nation againſt the Deſigns of 
aſpiring Princes and wicked Miniſters. In 
the next Place it is poſſible for the Peo- 
ple of this Nation with a corrupted Par- 
liament to be in as abſolute a State of Sla- 
very as the Danes, or any other People 
in the World, and yet they themſelves 
not perceive it, by reaſon of a few Forms 
that throw their Condition into a falſe 
Light. Laſtly, The Deſign of this Let- 
ter is to ſhew the Neceſſity which the 
Electors of Great Britain are under of 
chuſing an uncorrupted honeſt Repreſenta- 
tion at the approaching Elections. | 


Jam, Sir, Yours, &c. 
#1NTK 


